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The Wood Steppers, a 
precision dance team (in 
orange shirts) from Wood 
Elementary, opened March’s 
Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education meeting with a 
step dance routine. Their 
performance ended with 
a salute to school board 
members. Below, before the 
board meeting, the WHS Jazz 
Band performed outside of 
the library in recognition of 
March being Music in Our 
Schools Month.  

    Summer School will be held June 
2-27 with students having options 
to take everything from remedial to 
enrichment courses throughout the 
district. 
    In addition to the courses being 
taught this summer, Adventure 
Leadership Camps (which will appear 
in the next issue of Tiger Tails) will be 
offered for grades 4-12 and I-STEM-21 
camps will be available for grades 1-12. 
    I-STEM-21 camps will be held from 
8 a.m. to noon at Freedom Elementary 
and are $50 per person. The camps 
include: 
July 7-11 Science Olympiad for 
students entering grades 7-12
Emphasis is placed on active, hands-
on group participation. These teams 
bond together to meet a common goal 
or task. Science Olympiad encourages 
group learning by designing events that 
forge alliances. Events are in chemistry, 
physics, mechanical engineering and 
technology.
July 14-18 Camp Invention for 
students entering grades 4-6
Participants will take on the roles of 
scientist and engineers. Your days 
will be filled with engineering skills, 
design challenges, interactive teamwork 
activities and hands-on experiences.  
July 21-25 Robotics for students 
entering grades 1-6
*Participates will learn the basic 
principles of robotics at this hands-
on program including design and 
building, electronics, sensors, motor 
and servo control, programming and 
control techniques as well as robotics 
applications in today’s society.  This 
hands-on program provides students 
with the opportunity for exploration 

Summer School,
summer programs

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton 
presents the Project Teach Award to 
Darlene Starner of Wood Elementary 
for her project, “Bridging the Great 
Divide.” Continued on page 3



    Spring sports are under 
way and the first home 
baseball game of the 
season will be held at 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday, March 25. 
Dr. Judene Blackburn, 
superintendent, will be 
throwing out the first pitch 
followed by youth baseball 
league players who will 
each toss a pitch to the high 
school student who plays 
his position. Between the 
varsity and JV games, the 
Waynesville High School 
Drum Line will perform. 
    To learn more about the 
spring sports and the team 
schedules, go to http://www.
waynesvilletigerathletics.
org/.

Spring sports
return to fields

Watch out leprechauns; it’s a trap! 

Students in Mrs. Thompson’s second grade class at East Elementary made leprechaun traps 
using simple machines, such as levers and pulleys, in honor of St. Patrick’s Day.

Athletes signed with several colleges this spring, including: Trent Simpson, baseball, Kansas 
Community College; Elizabeth Sisson, soccer, Drury; Jessica Schellhase, soccer, Emporia; 
Erin White, soccer, Central Methodist; Megan Morgan, soccer, William Jewell; Jacob Semple, 
wrestling, University of Missouri-Columbia (Mizzou); back row, Jace Hale, football, Baker 
University; Matt Dillon, football, Central Methodist; and Michael Thompson, football McKendree 
College.



    On Saturday, the WHS music 
department participated in the 
District Solo/Small Ensemble 
contest at Lebanon.  
    Fifteen entries received a “I” 
rating and will now participate 
in state competition on May 2.  
Twenty-three entries received 
a “II” rating and seven entries 
received a “III” rating.  
    The following solos and 
ensembles received a “I” rating: 
    Emily Anderson - vocal solo
    Noah Atad - snare drum solo
    Savannah Blau - tuba solo
    Cinamon Bragg - vocal solo
    Cezar Gervacio - trumpet solo
    Dallas Ernst - alto saxophone 
       solo
    April Hodges - vocal solo
    Irving Martinez - vocal solo
    Jacob Meza - piano solo
    Josh Miller - tenor saxophone
       solo
    Denise Rogers - vocal solo
    Kristen Thiemann - trumpet solo
    Alex Thomas - baritone horn 
        solo
    Girls Trio - Molly Malone, April         
        Hodges, Cassiopeia Parnell
    Saxophone Quartet - Dallas 
        Ernst, Resha Swanson, Josh 
        Miller, Zoe Myers

and practical application of math, 
science, programming, and engineering 
concepts, while working in small, 
collaborative teams with a teacher 
who will guide their exploration and 
discovery.
July 14-18 Pirate Camp for students 
entering grades 1-3
Pirate Camp participants will be 
involved in hands-on swash-buckling 
activities and a series of fun piratical 
projects! Pirate activities are designed 
to expose students to a range of nautical 
skills. Students will design ships, 
practice knot tying, create maps, and 
play “Scurvy Dog”! It’s sure to leave 
students saying “Arrr!”

Football signings this 
spring: Front row, 
Matt Dillon, football, 
Central Methodist; 
Jace Hale, football, 
Baker University; and 
second row, LaMar 
Holmes, football, 
Central Methodist; 
Ronald McLean, 
football, Central 
Methodist; and 
Michael Thompson, 
football McKendree 
College. 

Summer programs 
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On Monday, U.S. Congresswoman Vicki Hartzler toured the Ninth Grade Center, 
learning about the high school addition and the freshman-specific programs 
within the building. She also took the opportunity to tour several WHS athletic 
facilities, including weight and locker rooms. 

15 students 
advance to state
music event

East cafeteria celebrated Dr Seuss’s birthday 
by dressing up in Seuss character costumes. 



Three 2014 WHS 
graduates have been 
offered multiple, full-ride, 
ROTC scholarships (listed 
behind their names). The 
university they plan to 
attend is in parenthesis:  
• Kim Wolfe: USMA - West 
Point, and Army ROTC – 
Nebraska (West Point)
• Corey Baker:  Army 
ROTC - Missouri S&T, 
MSU, and UCM (UCM)
• AC Shanahan: USMA 
- West Point, and Army 
ROTC – RIT (West Point) 
The WHS JROTC program 
has about 350 cadets. 

On Sunday, March 9, 90 WHS students 
were inducted into the National Honor 
Society.  NHS President Katherine 
Mason lights one of the candles 
during the ceremony. 

State Rep. Steve Lynch presented Missouri House 
Resolutions to each of the three schools in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District that received the 
2014 Missouri Exemplary Professional Learning 
Communities School Award. Three of the 15 schools 
in the state receiving the award were Waynesville 
schools. 
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State Rep. Steve Lynch (center) presented a Missouri House Resolution 
to the Waynesville High School volleyball team for its record 25 wins 
this season.

To help promote attendance, each month Citizens Mortgage Company 
of St. Robert gives $200 to four students ($50 each) as attendance 
prizes during the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education meeting. 
Winners for March and pictured with Dr. Brian Henry, assistant 
superintendent of instructional services, are Ethan Acosta (Grade 5, 
Wood Elementary); Michael Beattie (Grade 6, Sixth Grade Center); and 
Liam Murphy (Grade 4, Freedom Elementary). Not present: Shawn 
Darrington (Grade 11, Waynesville High School).



Bruce Archambault, a senior robot product manager at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
provided a demonstration on robots to sixth graders. He talked about the robots 
and their many uses and then allowed the students to take over the controls.  

    The Wood Elementary 
Choir led by Vanessa 
Mason went to the 
Central District 
Elementary Choir 
Festival held in St. 
James with seven of its 
members.  
    Schools from across 
the central region 
of Missouri came with their preselected music to practice in unison for a special 
presentation mid afternoon for family, friends and the community.   
    “It was a wonderful experience for our young students as they experienced singing 
with 300 students from across Missouri,” Mason says. “We are proud of our students 
and all the work they put into rehearsal time before the event. Congratulations Wood 
Tigers on your achievement!”

Taking over the controls

Wood Choir 
sings in 
festival

Michael Fry, an 8th grader at Waynesville Middle School, was named the Student 
of the Month for March by the Rotary Club of Pulaski County. Fry is a member 
of the National Junior Honor Society and is taking Alegbra I and Spanish I at 
the middle school for high school credit. He is also a member of the school’s 
wrestling team and hopes to be a member of the WHS JROTC Raiders team next 
year. Fry helps set up for activity nights at the middle school and continually 
makes good choices. He is pictured with Keith Pritchard, Rotary president; his 
parents, Alejandra and James Fry and John Fluhrer, WMDS principal.

Clipper ship by Aiden Conaway, grade 
2, East Elementary

Self-
portrait 
by Julie 
Guffey, 
WCC

Artwork from the 
District Art Show

Back of a truck by Eddy Yoon, grade 
8, Waynesville Middle School


